The Messenger

the monthly newsletter of Mount Olive Lutheran Church

Mount Olive
Lutheran Church
3411 South Taft Ave
Loveland, CO 80537
970-669-7350

mountoliveloveland @yahoo.com

Sunday Worship
9:00a.m.

Education Hour
10:45a.m.- 11:30a.m.
Wednesday Evening
Worship and Bible Study
7:00p.m.

Pastor

Rev. Mark Nierman
pr_nierman@juno.com

970- 980-5584

Visitation Pastor
Rev. John Israel
970-203-1652

Office Hours

Tuesday and Wednesday
9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.
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O Christian, Firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It give the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives
your soul, Your Baptism stands
and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.
LSB 596:5
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This Child Belongs to God!

I have baptism on my mind a lot lately. Perhaps this is in part due to
the fact that we have recently started a study of baptism in our Sunday
morning Bible study. Perhaps it is also due to the fact that our youth
confirmation class is currently studying the topic of Holy Baptism. In truth,
though, the reason that baptism is on my mind is because of the recent birth of
our son Elijah. We look forward to bringing him to the baptismal font where
he will receive the benefits that God gives in baptism.

What benefits does baptism give? Luther writes in the small
catechism, “It works forgiveness of sin, rescues from death and the devil, and
gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of
God declare.” Luther’s answer reminds us that Baptism is entirely the work of
God, that he cleanses us and makes us His own through baptism. Titus 3:5
speaks of the marvelous work God does in baptism saying, “He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal
life.”

Back in Luther’s day the Rite of Holy Baptism began with something
call the exsufflation. The pastor would blow three times under the child’s eyes
and say, “Depart thou unclean spirit, and give room for the Holy Spirit.” This
exsufflation was not necessary for baptism, and is no longer a part of our
baptismal rite today (Perhaps too many babies complained about pastor’s
breath). However, it did help teach why baptism is so important even for
infants, and it proclaimed what God is doing through the water and the Word.
God, in Baptism, is releasing that child from the dominion of Satan, and
sending His Holy Spirit to dwell in the child. It is as if God is saying, “Satan,
you no longer belong here! Get out! The victory and life which Jesus won at
the cross now belongs to this little one. This child belongs to me!”

This is the way God would have think about our own baptism, looking
in faith to all the promises God has given us in Christ Jesus. In Christ Jesus
we have been freed from the dominion of Satan, and in baptism God has given
us “the washing of rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit.” You belong to him.
To sustain us in this faith which was begun in baptism, God continues to teach
us through his Word and proclaim to us all that done in Christ that “we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”

I encourage everyone in the congregation to join us for our Sunday
morning Bible study as we take a closer look at the marvelous way that God
works through baptism. Though our baptism is a gift that we only receive
once, the blessings and comfort of baptism remain as through the Holy Spirit
we learn and grow in faith.

In Christ, Pastor Mark Nierman
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MOPS@ Mount Olive Park Play Dates

—

3 All families are invited to attend! Invite a friend. This is very
' informal and you’ll have friends to meet with on these dates!

/% For questions regarding any of these play dates, please call

A Jodi, 667-3059. This is also a great way to invite friends who

A may be interested in joining our group, or just play with our

) ," kids this summer!
Ad—;

June 22nd: Fairgrounds Park, Loveland 10-Noon

June 29th: Duane Webster Park, Loveland 10-Noon

A BIG THANK YOU! TO all the MOPPET help!

Even if you only helped once...we thank you. Jan Bloss, Mary Hoel, Jeanne Karr,
Joyce Flanscha, Daisy Bordoni, Lynette Ford, Jennifer Soucek, Kathy Schaefer, Mary
Mullaney, Claudette and Larry Dassow.

We will need more loving hearts and hands next year. If you are interested please

contact Jodi Nierman or Laura Burrill.

IT’S TIME FOR SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL!

Starting June 5t and running through August 215t we will
be grouping all ages of kids together into one class. We need two
volunteers per week to guide the kids through the lessons that
will be provided for you. If you have a Sunday or two to spare
and would like to help our children continue to grow in their
faith, please sign up on the Servant Bulletin Board. If you have

l questions, please talk to Pastor or Glennis Hughes.



Grah your friends and swing on over!

Amazing Bible stories.
Cool craft creations.

Go Wild games.
Gorilla-approved snacks.
Jammin’ Jungle tunes.

When: July 25" through July 29™ 9:00am - Noon
Contact: Church Office

Phone: 970-669-1350

Email: mountoliveloveland@yahoo.com

We are searching for "tribe leaders” to help move children through the jungle!
Please contact Glennis Hughes or Laura Burrill if you are able to serve that week.

Lists of items that are needed for crafts, snacks and decorating area located on the
servant hulletin hoard in the fellowship hall. Please help out by signing up to bring
something!

Mark your calendars for these important dates!

Craft Kit Assemhly Wednesday, July 13" at 5pm — with Supper
VBS Helper Training Potluck Sunday, July 17" at Noon

Decorating and Set Up sunday, July 24" - Following the Voter's Meeting

Register online at www.mountoliveloveland.org/vhs and invite your friends!
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From the Board of Stewardship

In June we celebrate Father’s Day. A good and godly father is one of the
best earthly gifts that anyone can have. Those of us who have had good and godly
fathers know this to be true. A good and godly father loves his children and shows that
love by giving good things to them. In His Sermon on the Mount Jesus pointed out that that even evil fathers
know how to give good gifts to their children, like giving bread instead of a stone or giving a fish instead of a
snake (Matthew 7:9-10 NIV)). Jesus went on to say that if earthly fathers know how to give good gifts to their
children, then how much more will our Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!

We are children of the Heavenly Father because of what Jesus has done for us through His suffering, death and
resurrection. Our sins are taken away because Jesus took upon Himself the punishment that we deserved and
paid our debt in full! What this means, among other things, is that we are now able to freely and joyfully live as
God’s redeemed stewards.

A steward is not a slave who has to do the master’s bidding; but is instead a steward who has the privilege and
responsibility to manage of all that our Heavenly Father entrusts to each of us. We call that by the title of “all
of life and life’s resources.” We confess with the Scriptures that “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it,
the world and all who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1 NIV) \When we acknowledge this truth then we can grow in our
understanding of the difference between being an owner or a manager.

Dr. Martin Luther said it so well in his explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul; eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my senses and still takes care of them.

He has also given me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals,
and all I need. He daily and richly provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For
all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

All that we do as children of the Heavenly Father is our stewardship—a response to His amazing grace and
extravagant love. THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE!

Featured Link of the Month at www.mountoliveloveland.org

Check out the Higher Things Web site for
information on this summer’s conferences,
articles about current events, HT Radio pod
casts and daily Reflections.

www.higherthings.org
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News and Notes from our LWL Groups

Ladies of Mount Olive! Mark your calendar for a wine & cheese tasting get together at
the home of Laura Burrill on Friday, June 17th, Please bring a bottle of wine or a cheese to
share (or both). Fellowship begins at 6:30pm. Invite a friend! Please sign up on the clipboard so we
know what people are bringing. MapQuest directions are available.

Questions? Call Laura at 481-2191

Mount Olive Ladies Guild will meet on Tuesday, June 21, 2011, at 9 AM, in the lower
level. Hostesses will be Joyce Flanscha and Gennie Meinecke. Doris Riewe will lead the devotion
“Godly Fatherly Leaders”. Jan Bloss will lead the Bible Study “Taking a Stand to Kneel”, Spring
Quarterly, page 18. Mary Hoel will lead the Mite Box Devotion. All ladies of the congregation are
invited for a time of fellowship, prayer, Bible study, Mite collection and a short business meeting.
Contact Jan Bloss for more information. Guests are always welcome. Come, find out what the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is all about. There will be no meeting in July and August.

Baby Shower for Jodi Nierman & Baby Elijah will be held on

Saturday, June 25t at the church. Please sign up on the

clipboard if you plan to attend. The shower will be hosted

by WINGS, brunch will be served and the shower will
begin at 10:00am.

LWML ANNOUNCES TOTAL MITES GATHERED FOR BIENNIUM

At the 3314 biennial convention held in Portland, Oregon, in June 2009, a mite goal of $1,825,000.
Was set for the 2009-2011 biennium. Mite funds received during this biennium totaled
$1,778,273.36, which is a shortage of $46,726.64.

The Rocky Mountain District LWML Mite goal of $75,000.00 remains to be met in full prior to the
convention in June, 2012, in El Paso, TX. One of the 12 grants to be paid includes “Support for the
University Lutheran Chapel in Boulder, CO”, (Pastor Burhop’s congregation), which, at this writing,
has $3,000.00 of the $6,000.00 grant paid.

Please continue to fill your Mite Box, or drop an offering in the large Mite Box in the Fellowship Hall,
the first Sunday of each month, saying a prayer with each monetary gift that mites gathered will help
provide opportunities for others to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.

KKK

Here are some simple and fun suggestions to inspire your joyful mite giving:
Counting your Blessings, contribute an amount for:

$Years of your life, or years of marriage
$Number of children or grandchildren
$How long you have been employed or retired
$Any and all of these and more



LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life!

Running on Empty Excerpts from an article by Dr. James Lamb,
Executive Director of Lutherans For Life.

"And he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus; he is not
here. See the place where they laid him."" Mark 16:6

“Running on empty” may sound contradictory when describing the Christian life, but consider what
the author of Hebrews says. We run the race set before us “looking to Jesus” the risen and ascended
Savior “seated at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1). We “run on empty,” that is, we
run filled with hope that comes from an empty tomb and the promise it brings.

e We “run on empty” because the empty tomb assures us that our faith is not in vain (1
Corinthians 15:17).

e We “run on empty” because the empty tomb assures us that we have an imperishable
and “living hope” (1 Peter 1:3).

e We “run on empty” because the empty tomb assures us that Jesus Christ is victorious
over sin and death (1 Corinthians 15:54-55).

The empty tomb is more than a Sunday school story or some historical site with a church built upon
it. The empty tomb proclaims a message of hope and victory tailor-made for people feeling hopeless
and defeated because they face difficult situations in their lives.

LFL continues to equip Lutheran pastors, educators, and congregations to apply this Easter message
to the life issues. No other message can “lift hearts” or bring “lightness” to hearts as this message.

June 5 — Seventh Sunday of Easter

We usually do not equate suffering persecution because we share a For Life message with being
“insulted for the name of Christ” (1 Peter 4:14). But when that For Life message comes from God’s
holy Word, then they do equate. Sharing the truth of life is proclaiming the name of the Lord of Life.

June 12 — The Day of Pentecost
Some will always mock even when the Holy Spirit is at work right in front of their eyes (Acts 2:13).
You can mock God’s truth but it will not change its reality or its power.

June 19 — The Holy Trinity
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—at work in Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4a), at work in new creation
(Matthew 28:19). Both actions give inestimable value to human life.

June 26 — Second Sunday after Pentecost

We serve others, not in the old way of the law; rather “we serve in the new way of the Spirit” (Romans
7:6b). We serve others, especially the vulnerable and needy, because they are Christ to us; and we in
serving are Christ to them.

For information and resources go to www.lutheransforlife.org
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Wednesday Evening Worship and Bible Study

Join us Wednesday evenings from 7pm-8pm, for a time of Worship, Bible
study and fellowship. We will begin in the nave with a time of worship, and
then gather for closer look at God’s Word in the fellowship hall. Holy
Communion will be offered every last Wednesday of the month. This will be
a wonderful opportunity to remain in God’s Word during the week.

We are currently studying from “The Lutheran Difference” series of Bible
Studies and learning about predestination.

I ' SHOW AND TELL TIME FOR KEENAGERS
;“ Do you sew, make jewelry, carve wood, paint, play the
Hobbles harmonica???? Whatever your skill we would love to
. have you share it at our next Keenagers gathering!

We will meet on Thursday, June 9th at the church for a potluck
and a time to show off past and current talents. Please bring
items to display by 11:30 so we can set them out on tables. If your hobby is too big to
bring in, park it outside and we will view it there! Potluck lunch at 12:00 noon hosted
by Mary and Leif Hoel and Betty Layne.

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL ADULT GATHERING AT THE ESTES
PARK CENTER, YMCA OF THE ROCKIES
September 13-15, 2011

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.
Matthew 22:37

Mark your calendars today! Registration deadline is July 7th. NO EXCEPTIONS!
See Pastor Israel or Laura for registration forms or information.

Gathering highlights include:
Rev. Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, President Emeritus, LC-MS,
Mr. Jon Stonestreet, Executive Director, Summit Ministires
Deborah Holmes, MedX of Estes Park
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Taking a Tour of
Heaven

What do the parts of the liturgy mean?
This is a frequently asked question;
maybe you have asked that question
yourself. The following descriptions of
worship and the parts of liturgy were first
published in an article entitled “Taking a
Tour of Heaven.” This month we take a
look at Confession and Absolution.

Confession and Absolution

We can indeed approach God with
confidence. And yet, because we stand on
this side of our Lord’s final return, we still
have with us the devil, the world, and our
sinful flesh. We have not yet faced the final
judgment. And so, with sin still working in
us, the condemnation of God’s Law must
still confront us, lest we have any delusions
that we might have something to boast of
before our mighty Judge.

Above all else, Confession and
Absolution keep us honest—honest with
ourselves and honest before God. The act
of confession is not some work that we lay
before the Father’s throne; rather, it is the
simple acknowledgment that God’s Word is
true and right and that when we measure
ourselves against its demands, we come up
short. God’s Word says "you shall not give
false testimony," but in truth we have lied
and gossiped and slandered." And so, the
Christian confesses: "Lord, Your Word is
true; I have sinned."

There are three basic ways to handle sin and guilt. One
is to ignore or minimize them. We've all been tempted in
that direction more than a few times. Isn’t that, after all,
what our sinful human nature is all about? Another way
is to institutionalize them, especially the guilt part. After
all, if you can keep people feeling just guilty enough, you
will keep them coming back for more.

The third way is to give sin and guilt their proper due,
and then to silence them. That is the way of God’s
absolution. With his forgiveness, our sin is removed from
us as far as the east is from the west. Christians know
that, but they also need to hear it often. We need to be
reminded that those familiar words, "I forgive you all
your sins," are not just some impersonal announcement.
They say what they mean and accomplish what they
promise. Jesus himself said to his disciples that the sins
they forgive are forgiven (John 20:23).

The last and greatest absolution that will ever be
spoken to us will be at the last judgment. In the final
pages of the Chronicles of Narnia, C.S. Lewis provides a
marvelous description of this event. As each individual
comes before Aslan—the lion who is Lewis’ figure for
Christ—one of two things happens: either the person
gazes directly into Aslan’s face and recognizes his
forgiving countenance, or, upon seeing the lion’s stern
demeanor, passes into his long shadow, forever to be
separated from Christ.

In the Confession and Absolution we are being readied
for our appearance before Christ on the Last Day. And
hidden behind those comforting words that our sins are
forgiven is the invitation, "Come, you who are blessed by
my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (Mt. 25:34). When our Lord
speaks those words to us at the Last Day, Confession and
Absolution as we know it will cease, for we will then bask
in the eternal absolution of the Lamb.

Worship is like no place
else in this world.
But there is one place that it
does resemble, and that is
heaven.



MOUNT OLIVE OFFICERS AND BOARDS

2010-2011

Chairman: Dan Flanscha -2011
Vice Chair: Jerome Brandt-2011
Treasurer: Cindy Fischer-2011
Secretary: Kellee Zweifel-2011

Elders

Ron Hildahl-2011 - CHAIR
Brian Fischer-2011

Virgil Roeder-2011

Doyle Hoyt-2011

Rick Pfeiffer -2012

Neil Hughes-2012

Conrad Brandt-2012

Education

e Glennis Hughes-2012 -CHAIR
e Natasha Meggenberg-2012
e Andy Kaplan-2012

Endowment

e Jack Bloss -2011-CHAIR
e Brian Burrill-2012
e BobJones-2013

Fellowship
e Betty Layne-2012 -CHAIR
e Donna Hoyt-2011
e  Wilma Beckmann-2011
e Jan Closson-2012

Stewardship

e Darrell Viegut-2012 - CHAIR
e Don Stephens -2011
e Audrey Bliss-2011

Trustees

Chris Rosenberger-2011 -CHAIR
Bob Stuerke -2011

Dave Bush-2011

Floyd Starkjohann-2011

Tom Kasubke-2011

Jerry Layne-2012

Dean Amdahl-2012

Youth

o Monte Wegner-2011 -CHAIR
e Kathy Schaefer-2012
e Billy Meggenberg-2012

Names for 2011-12 Congregational Officers and
Board Members are being accepted NOW
through the end of June. All members of the
congregation are encouraged to propose names to the
Nominations Committee. The initial list will be posted
July 3rd. Congregation Members will have until July 14th
to propose additional names. Final list will be posted July
17th, Voting will take place on Sunday, July 24th,
Questions may be directed to the Nominating
Committee: Jack Bloss, Dan Flanscha, Ron Hildahl, Dan
Daggett, Laura Burrill & Pastor Nierman.

Please list any names you would like to propose to the
nominations committee. You may list names on more
than one board/or officer position. Return this form to
the church office or any member of the Nominations
committee.

Chairman:

Vice Chairman:

Treasurer:

Secretary:

Elders:

Education:

Endowment:

Evangelism/Public Relations:

Fellowship:

Stewardship:

Trustees:

Youth:




Servants of the Church Please sign up to serve!

If you are able to serve as Coffee Hosts or Greeters sign up on the Servant Bulletin Board.

If you have questions about serving, please call the office for more details!

Elder Schedule

June 5 Ron Hildahl and Brian Fischer
June 8 Rick Pfeiffer

June 12 Conrad Brandt

June 15 Rick Pfeiffer
June 19 Rick Pfeiffer and Virgil Roeder
June 22 Rick Pfeiffer
June 26 Neil Hughes
June 29 Rick Pfeiffer

Usher Schedule

June 5 Floyd Starkjohann, Darrell Viegut, Jerry Layne, Conrad Brandt

June 12 Bud Van Horne, Brian Burill, Lucas Flanscha, Billy Meggenberg
June 19 Ron Hildahl, Brian Fischer, Jerome Brandt, Jack Bloss

June 26 Brian Burrill, Floyd Starkjohann, Monte Wagener, Jerry Layne

Coffee Hosts

June 5 Ken and Terra Lahrke

June 12 New Member Reception hosted by WINGS
June 19 Daisy, Ruth, Jeanne, Flo

June 26 Jerry and Betty Layne

Altar Guld

Cindy and Briana Fischer

***We need ladies to serve on Altar Guild for the months of July, Ocotber, November
and December. Please sign up if you can serve. ***



)g‘&& NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Do you have an announcement for the Mount Olive Messenger? Please submit it to the church

office by email mountoliveloveland @yahoo.com no later than the 20t of each month.

June Anniversaries June Birthdays
June 3™ Bob and Joanne Nagel June 6"  Esther Muhlenbruck
June 4™ John and Joyce Laaker June 8" Dave Bush
June 6™  John and Lillian Duessing June 8"  Debbie Wegner
june 11™  James and Nichole Roberts June 9™ Zach Fischer
June 13" Cliff and Jan Closson June 9™ Shelley McCrimmon
June 14" Neil and Glennis Hughes June 14" Tsaac Ostapowich
June 15" John and Ruby Smethurst June 16" Rebecca Newton
June 21%  Stan and Jodi Miner June 18" Seth Gandy
June 22" Conrad and Francine Brandt June 18" Floyd Starkjohann
June 22" Arvo and Lois Kujala June 19™ Wesley Fisbeck
June 26™ Lance and Monica Callies June 20" Drew Massey
June 25™ Charlie Ford
June 27" Audrey Bliss
June 29" Vaughn Glassmeyer
June 30™ Daisy Bordoni
College Scholarships:
Your Educational Endowment Board will be disbursing

scholarships again this year. Application forms for First Time
Scholarships and forms for Renewal Scholarships are on the table
under the mailboxes.

Please note: the deadline for submitting your application is Sunday, June 19th.
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Sunday

5

Mite Box
Sunday

9 am Holy
Communion
10:30am Bible
Class/SS

12

9 am Worship
Service
10:30am Bible
Class/SS

New Member
Recepftion

19

9 am Holy
Communion
10:30am Bible
Class/SS

26

9 am Worship
Service
10:30am Bible
Class/SS

Monday

13

Tpm - Bunco

20

27

June 2011

Tuesday

7
7pm - Elders

14

6pm — Board
of Youth
7pm —Board
of Ed,
Trustees,
Stewardship

21
9am Ladies
Guild

28

6:00 pm
Men’'s Outing
at the Wing
Shack

Wednesday

1
6:30am Men'’s
Bible Study

5:45pm Youth
Confirmation

8
6:30am Men'’s
Bible Study

5:45pm Youth
Confirmation
7pm -Worship &
Bible Study

15
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

7pm -Worship &
Bible Study

22
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

7pm -Worship &
Bible Study

29
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

7pm =Worship
w/ HC
& Bible Study

Thursday
2

9
Noon —
Keenagers

23

30

Friday
3

17

6:30pm

Ladies
Fellowship
Wine &
Cheese Tasting
@ Burrill's

24

Saturday

4
8am Weavers

11
7pm Pinochle

18

Wedding -
(Trinity —
Greeley
Member)

Pr. Hafeman

25

10am

Baby Shower
for

Jodi & Elijah
Nierman

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 6697350
mountoliveloveland@yahoo.com



