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Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church 
3411 South Taft Ave 
Loveland, CO 80537 
970-669-7350 
mountoliveloveland@yahoo.com 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
9:00a.m. 
Education Hour 
10:45a.m.- 11:30a.m. 
 
Wednesday Evening 
Worship and Bible Study 
7:00p.m. 
 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Mark Nierman 
pr_nierman@juno.com 

970- 980-5584 
 

Visitation Pastor 
Rev. John Israel 
970-203-1652 
 

 

Office Hours 
Tuesday  and Wednesday 
9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m. 
Friday 9:00a.m. – Noon 
 
Additional hours by 
appointment. 

 
Tell me, ye who hear Him 

groaning, 
Was there ever grief like His? 

 
Friends through fear His cause 

disowning, 
Foes insulting His distress; 

 
Many hands were raised to 

wound Him, 
None would intervene to save; 

 
But the deepest stroke that 

pierced Him 
Was the stroke that justice gave. 

 
(LSB 451:2) 

 
 

 
 

 
I Believe in Jesus Christ . . . 
Suffered Under Pontius Pilate    Part six in a series on the Apostles’ Creed 
 
What do the Scriptures teach about Christ's life, suffering, and death? 

They teach that Christ 
A. endured poverty, contempt, and persecution in His earthly life; 
B. suffered great agony of body and soul under Pontius Pilate; 
C.  died in excruciating agony on the cross.  
(From an Explanation of the Small Catechism, question 131) 

     Several years ago when the movie “Passion of the Christ” was released in 
theatres, it sparked a lot of controversy.  The movie contained the most violent 
depictions of the crucifixion ever put on film.  Some thought that the violence was 
over the top and unnecessary.  Others felt that it was important to show how 
brutally violent a crucifixion was and the type of suffering that Jesus endured.  
The movie was appropriately named.  Though we often use the word “passion” in 
connection with intense emotion or desire, it actually comes from the Latin which 
means “suffer.”  The movie certainly showed the physical suffering that Jesus 
endured. 

     In the early church a heresy arose called Docetism.  The Docetists taugh that 
the body of Christ was not real flesh and blood, and that Jesus had only the 
appearance of a man.  Consequently, they said that Jesus did not really suffer, die, 
and rise again.  Such heresy existed already in the time of the apostles, for the 
apostle John writes, “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every 
spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world” 
(1 John 4:2-3). 

     The suffering of Jesus was real, for Jesus Christ truly came in the flesh.  Isaiah 
53:3-5 clearly speaks of the suffering of Christ saying, “He was despised and 
rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from 
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he 
took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 
God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon 
him, and by his wounds we are healed.”   

     To fully understand the nature of Christ’s suffering, we need to understand that 
it was more than just physical suffering that he endured.  Even greater than the 
physical suffering of Jesus was the spiritual suffering of bearing all of man’s sin in 
himself.  Such spiritual suffering can never be visualized in a movie, but it was 
very real suffering that he endured for us and for our salvation. 

     Why under Pontius Pilate?  Pilate is mentioned in the creed not as a way to 
place any blame on him, but to provide an historical reference for when these 
things occurred.  It was real suffering, in a real place and time in history.  Because 
of His great love for us, we who believe in Him shall never experience the same 
kind of suffering of body and soul that Jesus endured on the cross. On the cross he 
suffered the torments of the damned in hell.  By His sacrifice we have been given 
the joys of heaven.  We shall never be separated from the love of God, because 
Jesus suffered and died for us.   

In Christ, Pastor Mark Nierman 
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A note from our Congregational President
 

Greetings, 

We have an opportunity to
participation in the work of the Circuit, District, and 

any of the following actions in preparation for the upcoming Circuit Forum (January) 
and District Convention (June).

any questions.  It is important to take advantag
congregation. Jerome Brandt 
 
1. Designate individuals for the following positions.
Circuit Forum Pastoral Delegate   
Circuit Forum Lay Delegate 
   

2. Designate individuals for the following positions.
District Convention Pastoral Delegate
District Convention Lay Delegate 
  

3. Nominate individuals for the following positions.
District President 
District First Vice President 
District Area Vice President (Eastern Area)
  

4. Suggest names of individuals for the following positions.
District Secretary 
District Board of Directors 
District Nominating Committee 
  

5. Suggest names of individuals for the following 
Synod Committee for Convention Nominations

 
 

Mark your January Calendars!
� Keenagers will meet on Thursday, January 12

lunch at the church.  Leif and Mary Hoel
speaker will be from Loveland Crime Prevention.

 

College Students!
January 14th at 9:45am
Invite a friend! If you have question

 
� Pinochle players will meet at their winter time of 

ages are welcome to come and join the fun.

�  Men’s Night Out will be on Tuesday
Wings.   See Scott Zweifel for details.  All men are invited to attend. 

rom our Congregational President

We have an opportunity to make an impact beyond our congregation
participation in the work of the Circuit, District, and Synod.  Specifically, we may take 

any of the following actions in preparation for the upcoming Circuit Forum (January) 
and District Convention (June).  Please look over these items and talk to me if you have 

It is important to take advantage of the opportunities that we have been given as a 
 

1. Designate individuals for the following positions. 

2. Designate individuals for the following positions. 
District Convention Pastoral Delegate  

3. Nominate individuals for the following positions. 

District Area Vice President (Eastern Area) 

4. Suggest names of individuals for the following positions. 

ls for the following positions. 
Synod Committee for Convention Nominations 

Mark your January Calendars! 
Keenagers will meet on Thursday, January 12th at Noon for a potluck 
lunch at the church.  Leif and Mary Hoel will serve as hosts and the guest 

Loveland Crime Prevention. 

Students!  Bible study is BACK at the Nierman home beginning
45am. We will be studying Baptism: The Lutheran Difference.

Invite a friend! If you have questions, contact Jodi Nierman.  

players will meet at their winter time of 1:00pm on Saturday, January 14
ages are welcome to come and join the fun. 

 

Tuesday, January 31st  at 6:00pm.  Loveland Buffalo  Wild  
See Scott Zweifel for details.  All men are invited to attend.  

The Voter’s meeting 
January 22nd

a potluck. The potluck will begin 
following the education hour at 
11:45 am and the meeting will 
begin at 12:15 
everyone to bring a dish to share, 
enjoy some fellowship and 
voter’s meeting. 
 

The meeting agenda will include board 
and staff reports
report and the designation of our 
delegates to the 2012
convention.  

If you have any questions, please 
contact Jerome Brandt. 

rom our Congregational President  

beyond our congregation by our 
Specifically, we may take 

any of the following actions in preparation for the upcoming Circuit Forum (January) 
Please look over these items and talk to me if you have 

e of the opportunities that we have been given as a 

for a potluck 

at the Nierman home beginning Saturday 
Baptism: The Lutheran Difference. 

1:00pm on Saturday, January 14th.  All 

Loveland Buffalo  Wild  

meeting on Sunday, 
nd will be preceded by 

a potluck. The potluck will begin 
following the education hour at 

and the meeting will 
2:15 pm. We encourage 

everyone to bring a dish to share, 
enjoy some fellowship and attend the 
voter’s meeting.  

The meeting agenda will include board 
and staff reports, year end financial 

the designation of our 
delegates to the 2012 district 

If you have any questions, please 
contact Jerome Brandt.  

 



From the Board of Stewardship
How did you do with your resolutions for the year 2011?  About the 
same as for other years?  Can you even remember what those resolutions 
were?  Why do we struggle so much with resolutions?  Is it because they are not 
realistic?  Is it because we try to do it completely on our own without any outside help (even from God)?  
Failure is one of the biggest disappointments in life.  Is it possible to start over successfully?
 
As we enter into this New Year we have another opportunity to start over.  Having the privilege of 
starting over is one of the things in life that gives us hope and courage as we
take down our 2011 calendars and replace them with 2012 calendars we really can start over.
 
In Romans 12:12 (NIV) the Holy Spirit gives us some great ingredients for a really good New Year’s 
resolution.  The encouragement is to “be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer.”
would be so sweet if everyone could adopt and live out those three pieces as a New Year’s resolution.
 
“Be joyful in hope” should be pretty easy for Christians because our hope is i
never disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He 
has given us.” (Romans 5::5 NIV) 
 
“Be patient in affliction” can be considerably more difficult because we do not like afflict
likes to be mistreated by people who are rude, inconsiderate and downright nasty?  Where can we get the 
strength to be patient in affliction?  It takes a giant transformation to behave so nicely when afflicted?  
Our comfort is that the power to do that does not come from within us, but from outside of us.  When we 
were baptized “we were buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life
one in the history of mankind had to deal with as much affliction as Jesus, our Savior!  And He did it out 
of love for us so that we do not have to fear eternal affliction!
 
“Faithful in prayer” keeps us in touch with God
in prayer with His Father in heaven so that He would have the strength to carry out His mission of dying 
for sinners so that they might have the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  Prayer is an excellent
to stay in touch with God and His love and power.
 
How does this threefold resolution make a difference in our lives and the lives of those around us?  It 
does because the Holy Spirit is at work within us to make us more and more the children of God. 
children of God we seek to do the same things that give Him such delight.  John 3:16 tells us that God 
delights in loving and giving.  God has entrusted us with all of life and life’s resources and desires that we 
manage them wisely according to His pu
stewardship.   
 
 May God bless us all as His stewards in this New Year of 2012!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us on Wednesday Evenings at 7:00pm for 

Worship and Bible Study!  

Everyone is welcome and coffe
Holy Communion is offered the last Wednesday of each month.
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How did you do with your resolutions for the year 2011?  About the 

Can you even remember what those resolutions 
were?  Why do we struggle so much with resolutions?  Is it because they are not 
realistic?  Is it because we try to do it completely on our own without any outside help (even from God)?  

biggest disappointments in life.  Is it possible to start over successfully?

As we enter into this New Year we have another opportunity to start over.  Having the privilege of 
starting over is one of the things in life that gives us hope and courage as we look to the future.  As we 
take down our 2011 calendars and replace them with 2012 calendars we really can start over.

In Romans 12:12 (NIV) the Holy Spirit gives us some great ingredients for a really good New Year’s 
“be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer.”

would be so sweet if everyone could adopt and live out those three pieces as a New Year’s resolution.

should be pretty easy for Christians because our hope is in Christ and “
never disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He 

can be considerably more difficult because we do not like afflict
likes to be mistreated by people who are rude, inconsiderate and downright nasty?  Where can we get the 
strength to be patient in affliction?  It takes a giant transformation to behave so nicely when afflicted?  

r to do that does not come from within us, but from outside of us.  When we 
“we were buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4 NIV)  No 
one in the history of mankind had to deal with as much affliction as Jesus, our Savior!  And He did it out 
of love for us so that we do not have to fear eternal affliction! 

keeps us in touch with God--Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Jesus spent entire nights 
in prayer with His Father in heaven so that He would have the strength to carry out His mission of dying 
for sinners so that they might have the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  Prayer is an excellent
to stay in touch with God and His love and power. 

How does this threefold resolution make a difference in our lives and the lives of those around us?  It 
does because the Holy Spirit is at work within us to make us more and more the children of God. 
children of God we seek to do the same things that give Him such delight.  John 3:16 tells us that God 
delights in loving and giving.  God has entrusted us with all of life and life’s resources and desires that we 
manage them wisely according to His purposes.  Loving and giving are at the heart of Christian 

May God bless us all as His stewards in this New Year of 2012! 

Join us on Wednesday Evenings at 7:00pm for 

Worship and Bible Study!   

Everyone is welcome and coffee and dessert is served.
ommunion is offered the last Wednesday of each month.
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biggest disappointments in life.  Is it possible to start over successfully? 
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look to the future.  As we 
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How does this threefold resolution make a difference in our lives and the lives of those around us?  It 
does because the Holy Spirit is at work within us to make us more and more the children of God.  As 
children of God we seek to do the same things that give Him such delight.  John 3:16 tells us that God 
delights in loving and giving.  God has entrusted us with all of life and life’s resources and desires that we 

rposes.  Loving and giving are at the heart of Christian 

Join us on Wednesday Evenings at 7:00pm for  

e and dessert is served. 
ommunion is offered the last Wednesday of each month. 



Mothers of young children, infancy    
through preschool, are invited to join             
MOPS@ Mount Olive.   

Join us for a year of learning to be 
BOLD, LOVING, and SENSIBLE moms 

in the game.  

God doesn’t want us to be shy with his 
gifts, but bold and loving and sensible.   

2 Timothy 1:7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News and Notes from our Groups 
 

Mount Olive Ladies Guild will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2012, at 9 AM,  in the lower level.   
Hostess will be Doris Riewe.  Mary Hoel will lead the devotion: “Winter Blahs, Fresh Starts”.  Jan Bloss 
will lead the Bible Study: “Unpacking Epiphany”.  Joyce Flanscha will lead the Mite Box Devotion. All 
ladies of the congregation are invited for a time of fellowship, prayer, Bible study, Mite/Offering 
collection and a short business meeting.   Contact Joyce Flanscha for more information.  Guests are 
always welcome. Come, find out what the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is all about.  
 
WINGS has moved to a new time and date!  Please join us on Thursday, January 26th at 
7:00pm.  We  will be starting a Bible study on the Lord’s Prayer and discussing upcoming events.  Please 
see Laura Burrill for more information.  All women are invited to attend and dessert and coffee will be 
served.  
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

On Saturday, April 21, Mount Olive Ladies Guild and WINGS will be hosting the 2012 
Northern Zone Spring Workshop.  The workshop is an all day event that will include 
devotions, Bible study, a guest speaker and some fun activities too.  A planning 
committee has been formed and will be working to get everything from publicity to 

the speakers and pastors to the luncheon organized for this exciting event.   The theme 
will be based on Ephesians 5:2. "And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 

us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God."  There will be a special emphasis on "Not simply following 
Christ's example of love, but enabled to love because of what He did for us." If you would to participate 
in any way, please see Jan Bloss.  We are looking forward to hosting this event here at Mount Olive! 

January 18th                             9:15-11:15am 

 
o Dominoes:  Dealing with depression/ mental 

illness, or the blues of motherhood and helping 
those who suffer from it. 
 

o Speaker:  Karissa Warkentin 

 

February 1st                           9:15-11:15am 

 
o Craft Day!  

Bring 6 4x6’s of your favorite family photos 
and we will be turning them into a block 
puzzle!  

 



 

Conversations of Grace 
Ministries Conference Report: 

Jack and Jan Bloss attended the Regional Outreach Conference in 
Colorado Springs,
people in attendance.  

Jan served on the Rocky Mountain District LCMS Evangelism Team this year as Prayer Committee 
Chairman, and also helped promote the LWML at their booth in the Exhibit Hall during the c

The Friday evening session highlighted Trustguy Ministries’ Dr. Micah Parker who encouraged everyone 
to trust God in their witness amid any circumstance of life, followed by Rev. Greg Seltz, new speaker of 
The Lutheran Hour who presented “Jump
To” basics to help with our witness.   

Devotional leaders over the weekend were Rev. David Hall and Rev. Doug Brauner, who both serve as 
Pastors at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Colorado Spring

 Saturday began with “Shine Your Light So Bright” kids check
General Session began with music and Bible study, and the Rev. Seltz presented “Christ Confidence for 
Cross-Cultural Witness when Worldviews Col

 There were many choices available for the sm
the day.  

     The Saturday evening Sending Worship service 
was full of praise to the Rock of our Salvation with a 
closing message from Rev. Greg Seltz, who 
encouraged all to focus on the Rock, Jesus Christ, 
and to be more confident in our witness.

 
 
 
Word Wisdom: What does this mean?
 
Do you know what they all mean? See the bottom of page 10 
 

1.  Flagon 
A. To strike oneself 
B. A Jewish ornament 
C. A pitcher for communion wine
 
2.  Suffrages 
A. Deep agony or distress 
B. Petitions of prayer to God 
C. A time of purification 
 

 
 
 
 

Conversations of Grace - ROC Lutheran Hour 
Ministries Conference Report:  

Jack and Jan Bloss attended the Regional Outreach Conference in 
Colorado Springs,     Nov. 4 - 5, 2011.  There were approximately 160 
people in attendance.   

Jan served on the Rocky Mountain District LCMS Evangelism Team this year as Prayer Committee 
Chairman, and also helped promote the LWML at their booth in the Exhibit Hall during the c

The Friday evening session highlighted Trustguy Ministries’ Dr. Micah Parker who encouraged everyone 
to trust God in their witness amid any circumstance of life, followed by Rev. Greg Seltz, new speaker of 
The Lutheran Hour who presented “Jump Start Your Witness”, based on 1 Peter 3:15

Devotional leaders over the weekend were Rev. David Hall and Rev. Doug Brauner, who both serve as 
Pastors at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Colorado Springs, CO. 

Saturday began with “Shine Your Light So Bright” kids check-in, and five/14 teen program check
General Session began with music and Bible study, and the Rev. Seltz presented “Christ Confidence for 

Cultural Witness when Worldviews Collide”, based on Acts 4:13.   

There were many choices available for the smaller group Breakout Sessions which took place throughout 

The Saturday evening Sending Worship service 
was full of praise to the Rock of our Salvation with a 

message from Rev. Greg Seltz, who 
encouraged all to focus on the Rock, Jesus Christ, 
and to be more confident in our witness. 

Word Wisdom: What does this mean? Just for fun! 

See the bottom of page 10 for all the answers! 

A pitcher for communion wine 

 

 
3.  Rubric 
A. Instructions in the service
B. The musical setting of a hymn
C. An altar covering 
 
4.  Manifest 
A. To display or show 
B. A festival or celebration
C. To bow before someone
 
5.  Nave 
A. A scoundrel 
B. A measure of grain 
C. The church seating area

ROC Lutheran Hour 

Jack and Jan Bloss attended the Regional Outreach Conference in 
5, 2011.  There were approximately 160 

Jan served on the Rocky Mountain District LCMS Evangelism Team this year as Prayer Committee 
Chairman, and also helped promote the LWML at their booth in the Exhibit Hall during the conference.   

The Friday evening session highlighted Trustguy Ministries’ Dr. Micah Parker who encouraged everyone 
to trust God in their witness amid any circumstance of life, followed by Rev. Greg Seltz, new speaker of 

Start Your Witness”, based on 1 Peter 3:15-16, with some “How 

Devotional leaders over the weekend were Rev. David Hall and Rev. Doug Brauner, who both serve as 

in, and five/14 teen program check-in.  The 
General Session began with music and Bible study, and the Rev. Seltz presented “Christ Confidence for 

aller group Breakout Sessions which took place throughout 

Instructions in the service 
The musical setting of a hymn 

A festival or celebration 
To bow before someone 

The church seating area



LUTHERANS FOR 
Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-

A HEART FOR LIFE 
A heart that is beating is a very "natural" thing in this world. Early in our lives 
(about a month after conception) our hearts start beating, and very little thought is 
given to it. But a beating heart is a gift of God 
realization that life is a gift from God is also a special gift 
have not received. Of those who do have and maybe cherish this realization even fewer know that in His 
Son God is also our redeemer and through the Holy Spirit works to bring us the treas
 
Lutherans For Life is all about speaking the truth of life 
For Life applies the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to life issues, making Jesus known as the 
Son of God and the world's Savior who can help and make a difference in people’s lives.
 

On January 22, 2012, LCMS Sanctity of Life Sunday, you are invited to come and 
learn about Lutherans For Life at 

Peace With Christ Lutheran Church in Fort Collins
A meal, desert

Ray Martinez, former mayor of Fort Collins, will be the guest speaker
Ray’s mother was a victim of rape and became pregnant as a result of that rape. She 

gave birth to a son. Ray is that son. He will be talking about his mo
experience and his support for life.

the Alpha Pregnancy Center in Fort Collins and Lutherans For Life.

 
The following are Life Thoughts for January
(Life Thoughts are based on one of the lessons for each Sunday.)

January 1 – Circumcision and Name of Jesus
name attached to them gives them value. Our value cannot be found in the ragged and torn garment of our 
sinful self. But in baptism, our Triune God places His name upon us (Numbers 6:27 and Galatians 3:27) and 
clothes us in His holiness. His desire to have every human being so named gives value to every human being.

January 8 – The Baptism of our Lord 
purchased “all.” Thus, He gives value to “all.” Every person we encounter, no matter their size or location or 
condition of health, is someone for whom Jesus died. Our responsibility is to acknowledge their value and 
lead them to see its true source. 

January 15 – Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Corinthians 6:20) was more than the death of some great martyr who inspired people to better living. The 
price was “the Son of God” (John 1:49). When the Son of God pays for something with His own blood, the 
value of that purchase is beyond comprehension.

January 22 – Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
readings. That seems appropriate for today is the 
abortion in our country. Since then, over 54 million babies have been destroyed. We could stand in our 
churches and call the country to repentance. But perhaps repentance needs to start with us, the C
allowing it to happen and so many of us remaining so silent ever since. God be merciful to us for Jesus’ sake.

January 29 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
authority (Mark 1:22). He spoke the very words of God (Deuteronomy 18:18). “A new teaching with 
authority!” (Mark 1:27) Unclean spirits obey Him. Notice how the people laud the teaching not just the 
Teacher. Through the Word made flesh, God gives us this same authoritative and powerful Word! It changes 
hearts. It changes lives.

FOR LIFE   
-motivated voices For Life! 

beating is a very "natural" thing in this world. Early in our lives 
(about a month after conception) our hearts start beating, and very little thought is 
given to it. But a beating heart is a gift of God - fundamental to life itself. The 

ife is a gift from God is also a special gift - one that many people 
have not received. Of those who do have and maybe cherish this realization even fewer know that in His 
Son God is also our redeemer and through the Holy Spirit works to bring us the treas

Lutherans For Life is all about speaking the truth of life – about bringing Good News to life.  Lutherans 
For Life applies the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to life issues, making Jesus known as the 

's Savior who can help and make a difference in people’s lives.

LCMS Sanctity of Life Sunday, you are invited to come and 
learn about Lutherans For Life at 5:00pm at  

Peace With Christ Lutheran Church in Fort Collins.   
A meal, desert and coffee will be provided. 

 
Ray Martinez, former mayor of Fort Collins, will be the guest speaker

Ray’s mother was a victim of rape and became pregnant as a result of that rape. She 
gave birth to a son. Ray is that son. He will be talking about his mother’s 

experience and his support for life. There will be a free will offering to help support 
the Alpha Pregnancy Center in Fort Collins and Lutherans For Life.

The following are Life Thoughts for January:   
for each Sunday.) 

Circumcision and Name of Jesus – A pair of jeans may be ragged and torn, but a designer 
name attached to them gives them value. Our value cannot be found in the ragged and torn garment of our 

Triune God places His name upon us (Numbers 6:27 and Galatians 3:27) and 
clothes us in His holiness. His desire to have every human being so named gives value to every human being.

The Baptism of our Lord – The death Jesus died, He died “once for all” (Romans 6:10). He 
purchased “all.” Thus, He gives value to “all.” Every person we encounter, no matter their size or location or 
condition of health, is someone for whom Jesus died. Our responsibility is to acknowledge their value and 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany – The great price paid for humanity’s sins (1 
Corinthians 6:20) was more than the death of some great martyr who inspired people to better living. The 

. When the Son of God pays for something with His own blood, the 
value of that purchase is beyond comprehension. 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany – The thread of repentance runs through today’s 
readings. That seems appropriate for today is the 39th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing 
abortion in our country. Since then, over 54 million babies have been destroyed. We could stand in our 
churches and call the country to repentance. But perhaps repentance needs to start with us, the C
allowing it to happen and so many of us remaining so silent ever since. God be merciful to us for Jesus’ sake.

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany – An astonishing teaching! He taught as one who had 
authority (Mark 1:22). He spoke the very words of God (Deuteronomy 18:18). “A new teaching with 
authority!” (Mark 1:27) Unclean spirits obey Him. Notice how the people laud the teaching not just the 

her. Through the Word made flesh, God gives us this same authoritative and powerful Word! It changes 

(about a month after conception) our hearts start beating, and very little thought is 

have not received. Of those who do have and maybe cherish this realization even fewer know that in His 
Son God is also our redeemer and through the Holy Spirit works to bring us the treasures of eternal life. 

about bringing Good News to life.  Lutherans 
For Life applies the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to life issues, making Jesus known as the 

's Savior who can help and make a difference in people’s lives. 

LCMS Sanctity of Life Sunday, you are invited to come and 

 

Ray Martinez, former mayor of Fort Collins, will be the guest speaker.  
Ray’s mother was a victim of rape and became pregnant as a result of that rape. She 

ther’s 
There will be a free will offering to help support 

the Alpha Pregnancy Center in Fort Collins and Lutherans For Life. 

A pair of jeans may be ragged and torn, but a designer 
name attached to them gives them value. Our value cannot be found in the ragged and torn garment of our 

Triune God places His name upon us (Numbers 6:27 and Galatians 3:27) and 
clothes us in His holiness. His desire to have every human being so named gives value to every human being. 

or all” (Romans 6:10). He 
purchased “all.” Thus, He gives value to “all.” Every person we encounter, no matter their size or location or 
condition of health, is someone for whom Jesus died. Our responsibility is to acknowledge their value and 

The great price paid for humanity’s sins (1 
Corinthians 6:20) was more than the death of some great martyr who inspired people to better living. The 

. When the Son of God pays for something with His own blood, the 

The thread of repentance runs through today’s 
39th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing 

abortion in our country. Since then, over 54 million babies have been destroyed. We could stand in our 
churches and call the country to repentance. But perhaps repentance needs to start with us, the Church, for 
allowing it to happen and so many of us remaining so silent ever since. God be merciful to us for Jesus’ sake. 

An astonishing teaching! He taught as one who had 
authority (Mark 1:22). He spoke the very words of God (Deuteronomy 18:18). “A new teaching with 
authority!” (Mark 1:27) Unclean spirits obey Him. Notice how the people laud the teaching not just the 

her. Through the Word made flesh, God gives us this same authoritative and powerful Word! It changes 



Lutheran Worship: 

2000 and Beyond 

The first of Seven Theses on  

Lutheran Worship 

 
 

Written by Dr. A.L. Barry, former President, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod  
for a presentation to the Real Life Worship Conference Sponsored by the  

LCMS Commission on Worship in Denver, Colorado February 1998. 
  
Thesis I: The Main Purpose of Lutheran Worship Is to Receive God's Gifts  

     If you were to ask most people what worship is, they might say, "Worship is praising the Lord" or 
"Worship is what human beings do to express their thanks to God" or "Worship is going to church," or 
something like that. While there is some truth to each of these answers, they do not adequately describe 
the main purpose of Lutheran worship.  

     We Lutherans have a unique perspective on worship. We know that God's Word and His holy 
Sacraments are His precious gifts to us. They are the tools the Holy Spirit uses to give us forgiveness, life 
and salvation. The main purpose of Lutheran worship is to receive these gifts from God.  

     Our Lutheran Confessions explain this truth as follows: "The service and 
worship of the Gospel is to receive good things from God" (Apology to the 
Augsburg Confession, Article IV.310).  

     I am not sure whether we have adequately emphasized this important truth. God gives His gifts. We 
receive them. That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship. He does this as His Gospel is proclaimed, as 
His Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and sinners are absolved, and as we receive our Lord's 
body and blood in Holy Communion. In these wonderful ways, God is present with us, His people, 
drawing us to Himself and giving us what we need so much-His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, 
power and comfort! The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God around His gifts.  

     Having clearly established this important point, I need to say that it would be wrong to assume that we 
are merely passive participants in the worship service. Listen to the beautiful introduction to Lutheran 
Worship.  

Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from 
what is heard acknowledges the gifts, received with eager thankfulness and praise… 
Saying back to Him what he has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure… The 
rhythm of our worship is from him to us, and then from us back to him. He gives his gifts, 
and together we receive and extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one 
another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Lutheran Worship, p. 6). 

     How true! God speaks. We listen. Then we speak the great "amen" of faith, saying, "Yes, yes, this is 
true!" Praise God for His mercy in permitting us to receive His gifts! Praise God for drawing us together 
around His gifts!   

Be sure to check out the February newsletter for Thesis Two! 



 

 

 

Coffee Hosts 
January 8   Betty & Jerry Layne and Barb Bendele 

January 15   Conrad & Francine Brandt 

January 22 Congregational President, Vice President,  

Secretary and Treasurer 

January 29 PLEASE SIGN UP TO SERVE! 

 

Elder Schedule 
January 1          Larry Currey & Brian Fischer 

January 8         Dan Daggett  

January 11          Larry Currey 

January 15           Conrad Brandt & Neil Hughes 

January 18         Rick Pfeiffer 

January 22           Neil Hughes 

January 25      Rick Pfeiffer 

January 29          Neil Hughes and Dan Daggett                          

 

Usher  Schedule 
January 1           Ron Hildahl, Jerry Layne, Darrell Viegut, Conrad Brandt 

January 8          Brian Fischer, Bob Stamp,  Dan Flanscha, Stephen Flanscha 

January 15           Rick Pfeiffer, Jack Bloss,Dan Daggett, Ken Lahrke 

January 22         Brian Burrill, Scott Zweifel, Bryce Hedstrom, Monte Wegner 

January 29           Ron Hildahl, Jerry Layne, Darrell Viegut, Conrad Brandt 

 

Altar Guild   

Jan Bloss  and Kellee Zweifel 

 

 
 

 
 

Servants of the Church  Please sign up to serve! 

If you are able to serve as Coffee Hosts sign up on the Servant Bulletin Board.   

If you have questions about serving, please call the office for more details! 



 
 
The 2011 LCEF Fall Leadership 
Conference was held November 
18-20, 2011, in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.  Jack and Jan Bloss were 
privileged to attend as voting 
delegates from the Rocky 
Mountain District to the 2011 
Annual Meeting.   
 
     Approximately 600 people from all across 
the U.S. attended the conference.  The theme of 
the conference was “Making 
a REAL Difference!...we 
cannot help speaking 
about what we have seen 
and heard”.  Acts 4:20.  
Terry Dittmer acted as 
Master of Ceremonies 
throughout the weekend, 
led singing and played 
the piano. 

     Keynote addresses were given 
by J.C. Watts, former All-
American football player from 
the University of Oklahoma; 
LCEF President/CEO 
Richard Robertson; 
LCMS President Rev. 
Matthew Harrison; Mrs. Reinhild Niebuhr 
(South Africa); and Rev. Greg Bearss.  A 
Servant Event was held in which 4,000 
Christian books were wrapped for distribution 
in the surrounding area. 

     Small group sessions were held Saturday 
and Sunday mornings.  Jan attended sessions 
on “How Technology Has Changed the 
Church”, and “Witness, Mercy, Life Together in 
the Mission Field” (Dominican Republic).  Jack 
attended “Church and Community Engagement 
Bible Study” and “Stewardship Primer”.  Jan 
also attended the Sunday Women’s Luncheon 
with Mrs. Vonda Skelton, who spoke on 
“Prayer”. Biblical applications and LCEF 
Mission & Ministry segments were presented 
during the weekend. 
 

 

 
 
 
     The Raleigh Boy Choir, members chosen by  
scholarship and excellence performed on 
Saturday, led by Mr. Robert Unger, Director of 
Music Ministry, Resurrection Lutheran Church 
and School, Cary, NC.  He also directed the 
conference choir.  
 
     The Sunday morning worship service was 
uplifting.  Music was provided by the Grace 
Gospel Choir from Grace Lutheran Church, 
Concord, NC, and the Resurrection Brass 

Ensemble from 
Resurrection Lutheran 

Church, Cary, NC. The 
Liturgist was The Rev. Dr. 

John Denninger, Senior Pastor, 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 

Springfield, VA, and the Preacher 
was The Rev. Dr. Jon Diefenthaler, 

President Southeastern District - 
LCMS.  The sermon title was 

“The Real Jesus” based on 
Matt. 25:35–46. 
 
     Jan sang in the 
conference choir, which 

had a Saturday night 
rehearsal cut short when the 

Convention Center was 
evacuated with lights flashing and a recorded 
voice repeatedly saying “Leave the building 
immediately - do not use the elevators- an 
unknown threat has been reported!”  A short 
rehearsal was held at 7 AM on Sunday morning 
for the five songs we sang.  Many people 
reported seeing Jan on the big screens during 
the choir selections! 
 
     Jack and Jan are proud to be a part of the 
LCEF Mission: “To support the Church in 
fulfilling its mission of sharing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ by being a Christ-centered servant 
partner of the LCMS, ensuring that funds and 
services are available now and in the future.”    
 
     Jack serves as the LCEF congregational 
representative for Mount Olive. 
 
 

LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND NEWS 



  BULLETIN AND 
Do you have an announcement for the 
Please submit your information to
mountoliveloveland@yahoo.com
 

� Bulletin information is needed by Wednesdays

� Newsletter submissions 

 
 January Birthdays

January 4  Richard Gandy

January 6  Peg Brekke 

January 8  Mary Hoel 

January 8  Ben Zimmerman

January 9  Marie Behn 

January 11  Ethan Zuehlke 

January 12  Tammy Bowlin

January 14  Thom Hutchinson

January 14  Von Vogt 

January 15  Tina Foster 

January 15  Donna Rafferty

January 15  Doris Riewe 

January 15  Marge Stigge 

January 16  Lois Muhlenbruck

January 18  Maxine Bunker

January 18  Natasha Meggenberg

January 22  Autumn Bernhardt

January 23  Bud Van Horn 

January 26  Brian Fischer 

January 26  Cindy Fischer 

January 26  Joyce Laaker 

What Does This Mean Word Quiz Answers: (from page

1.  C. A pitcher for communion wine.  A specific pitcher used on the altar to hold wine for Holy 
Communion. 

2.  B. Petitions of prayer to God.  Services of responsive prayer, also called suffrages, are found in the 
hymnal 

3.  A. Instructions in the service.  From the 
minister and congregation to observe in the divine service.

4.   A. To display or show.  God was made manifest through his son Jesus Christ.
5.   C. The church seating area.  From the Latin word for shi

ark into which the saved were br

BULLETIN AND NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Do you have an announcement for the weekly bulletin or the Mount Olive Messenger?  

your information to Laura in the church office by email 
mountoliveloveland@yahoo.com.  

Bulletin information is needed by Wednesdays. 

ewsletter submissions no later than the 20th of each month.

Birthdays 

Richard Gandy 

Ben Zimmerman 

 

Tammy Bowlin 

Thom Hutchinson 

Donna Rafferty 

Lois Muhlenbruck 

Maxine Bunker 

Natasha Meggenberg 

Autumn Bernhardt 

 

 

January January January January AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries

January 1January 1January 1January 1

Dan & Sonia Daggett

January 5January 5January 5January 5

Larry & Jean Currey

January 7January 7January 7January 7

Chris & Sonja Rosenberger

January 22January 22January 22January 22

David & Natlie Kovacs

January 28January 28January 28January 28

Leif & Mary Hoel

 

What Does This Mean Word Quiz Answers: (from page 5) 

itcher for communion wine.  A specific pitcher used on the altar to hold wine for Holy 

Petitions of prayer to God.  Services of responsive prayer, also called suffrages, are found in the 

. Instructions in the service.  From the Latin for “Red,” rubrics are the red instructions for the 
minister and congregation to observe in the divine service. 
To display or show.  God was made manifest through his son Jesus Christ. 
The church seating area.  From the Latin word for ship.  The seating area of a church is likened to an 

 brought by baptism. 

UBMISSIONS 
Mount Olive Messenger?  

the church office by email at 

 

of each month.    

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    

January 1January 1January 1January 1    

Dan & Sonia Daggett 

January 5January 5January 5January 5    

Larry & Jean Currey 

January 7January 7January 7January 7    

Chris & Sonja Rosenberger 

January 22January 22January 22January 22    

David & Natlie Kovacs 

January 28January 28January 28January 28    

Leif & Mary Hoel 

itcher for communion wine.  A specific pitcher used on the altar to hold wine for Holy      

Petitions of prayer to God.  Services of responsive prayer, also called suffrages, are found in the 

Latin for “Red,” rubrics are the red instructions for the 

p.  The seating area of a church is likened to an 



January 2012 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Mite Box Sunday 
9 am  
Holy Communion  
10:30am  
Bible Class/SS 
 

2 
 
 

3 

7pm  
Elders 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
8am  
Weavers 
 

 

8 
8am  
Choir Practice 
9 am  
Worship Service  
10:30am 
 Bible Class/SS 
11:45 
 Youth 
Conf/Retreat 
Information 
Meeting  

9 

1pm  
Bunco 12 
Group 
 
 
 

10 
6pm Board of 
Evangelism/PR 
7pm Board of 
Education, 
Fellowship, 
Stewardship 
7:15pm  Board 
of Youth 
 

11 
6:30am  
Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
7pm  
Worship & 
Bible Study 
 

12 
Noon  
Keenagers 
 

13 
 

14 
1 pm   
Pinochle 

15 
8am   
Choir Practice 
9 am  
Holy Communion  
10:30am 
 Bible Class/SS 
 
 

16 
 

17 
9am  
Ladies Guild 
 
 
7 pm  
Parish 
Planning 
Council 
 

18 
6:30am  
Men’s Bible 
Study 
9:15am 
MOPS@ Mount 
Olive 
 
7pm  
Worship & 
Bible Study 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
8am  
Choir Practice 
9 am  
Worship Service  
10:30am  
Bible Class/SS 
 
11:45 Potluck 
12:15 Voter’s 
Meeting 
 

23 
 

24 

 
 

25 

6:30am  
Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
7pm  
Worship & 
Bible Study 
 

26 

 

7pm 
WINGS 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
8am  
Choir Practice 
9 am  
Holy Communion  
10:30am  
Bible Class/SS 
 
 
 

30 
 

31 
 

6pm  
Men’s Night 
Out 
Loveland 
Buffalo Wild 
Wings 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
970-669-7350 

mountoliveloveland@yahoo.com 
www.mountoliveloveland.org 

 


